My mo]            THE PEACE CONFERENCE AND AFTER

Kerr supported me in my view.

L. G. : Well, there is a good deal in what you say. Of
course, the French and Belgians will give out a lot of
stuff.

R. : We know from experience what they will do. The
Conference always adopts the wrong policy. The members
swear themselves to secrecy. One or more nations always break
the vow, and at the end of the Conference everyone breaks it.

L. G. : Well, this time at any rate the British will give out
everything.

KERR : When Riddell and I get a free hand we are not
bad publicity agents for the British Empire !

As a result of this conversation I was enabled for the first
time in the history of Peace Conferences to furnish the news-
paper correspondents with full and accurate accounts of the
proceedings. Some of the information I got from L. G. him-
self, and the remainder from Kerr, who attended the meetings
and took notes which he afterwards communicated to me. It
was thus, in effect, possible for me to give a full and accurate
report to the Press twice a day. This entirely altered the usual
Peace Conference atmosphere. Very few misrepresentations
were published, and the newspapers and public were pleased
and satisfied. All through the Peace Conferences till now L. G.
has taken the wrong view of publicity. He always wants to
negotiate in secret and does not recognise that this is impossible
in these days, when every public function is surrounded by
myriads of reporters and when every public man and official,
including L. G. himself, when it suits him, is anxious to use the
Press to advance his own plans and policy. I have thrown my
meetings open to American journalists so that day by day the
doings of the Conference have been communicated to 200
millions of people. The British and American journalists
entertained me to dinner and said nice things. Noble Hall, The
Times representative, and Elmer Roberts, representing the
Associated Press of America, remarked in the course of their
speeches that no one had ever had a similar responsibility, that
it had been my task to inform the British and American peoples
of what had been taking place in the Conference, and that no
one had ever spoken to a larger audience. They were good
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